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INTRODUCTION. 


IN the commencement of this volume of the Chris- 
tian Repository, as there are sume new subscribers, it 
may not be amiss to give a sketch of the design of the 
work. The chief objects to be kept in view, are express- 
ed in the title page, namely, doctrine, morality, and re- 
ligious intelligence. Respecting doctrine, the Editor 
studies to be partial, only to what is embraced in divine 
revelation, and can he vindicated by its authority. 
Those writings which savor.of candor, piety, and be- 
.nevolence, communicated from any denomination,of 
christians, will be admitted, however different their sen- 
timents from those of ‘the Editor. This is deemed im- 
portant for the sake of discussion and free inquiry. “St. 
Paul said, “Prove all things:” but this could not be 
done, unless we hear them. Morality and religion are 
so nearly allied, that it is difficult to conceive of the 
one, independent of the other. To suppose morality 
without religion, would ‘be to account religion unne- 
Cessary ; and a réligion which had no morality, would be 
a monster. The tnielligence of the Repository will com- 
prise accounts of the prosperity of the Universalist 
churches and sociefies, proceedings of general meetings, 
and such other things, as they transpire, which are 
thought to be interesting to the readers of this work. 
All possible care snd d.ligence will be used, to render 
its cuntents as useful and interesting as possible. Be 
sides original matter, a portion wilf be selected. Those 
pieces that have no signature, or where no credit is giv- 
en, will be understood to be from the Editor, The dis- 
tance which the Editor lives from the printer, debars 
hun froin the privilege of examining maby’ of the’ proofs 
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from the press, which he hopes will apologize for same, 
at least, of the typographical errors, that may escape 
notice. The faithfulness of the printer, will, undoubted- 
ly, prevent their being very numerous. It was thought 
most convenient to commence this volume in June, 
which will be a month earlier than some of -the sub- 
scribers expect. A failure in seasonably obtaining the 
subscription papers, was the cause of their not having 
previous notige. 
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SERMON, NO. Iv. 


Prov. i. 24—28.—Because I have called, and ye have 
refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded ; but ye have set at nought all my counsel. and 
would none of my reproof; I also wilk laugh at your 

amily ; I mill mock when your fear cometh, When your 


car cometh as deselation,: aiid your destruction cometh 
- ¥ 


asa whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh upon 


you. 

This portion of scripture we hear frequently used, as 
describing the terrors of a future judgement upon the un- 
godly. In the use of this passage. the Deity is repre- 
sented, as mocking the pains of the damned. And our 
exhorters sometimes “seem to flatter themselves, that 
they shall, one day, jokin the rude mockery, and laugh 
at the dire calamity of their fellow men. But to this 
use of the passage we object, for thé following reasons : 

‘). It represents God as acti ry to the known 
principles of his attributes. If $.an established princi- 
ple, that God is love: he is love*to all his creatures. 
“The Lord is good to all. and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.” Who, possessing this principle, can 
be led to ridicule.the pains of the distressed ? “Charity,” 
saith an apostle, “‘suffereth long and is kind” Nor can 
it be pleaded, with any-golor of ‘propriety, that because 
the sinner has neglected Qnd despised the day of grace, 
that a kind and merciful God would delight to laugh at 
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his calamity. However different he may appear to sin- 
ners, in the different periods of his providence, we have 
no reason to conclude, be will act contrary to the prin- 
ciples of bis own nature. 

2. This passage applied to God, asa personal act, 
would sink-his character as much below savage barbari- 
ty, as infinity is: above the finite actions of men- 
Mockery to prisoners is accounted barbarous, among all 
civilized’ nations ; how then, can such actions be re- 
conciled with the divine attributes? We certainly 
ought to have the voice of the plainest inspiration, be- 
fore we think of assentin: to such a dreadful idea. 

3. When we come to examine the context, we find 
it is wisdom, and not God, that is personified as speak- 


? 


ing in the langeiage*of our text, “Wisdom cAlethwith- =. 


out; she uttereth her voice in the streets ; she criet® 
in the chief places of concourse, in the opening of the 
gates ; in the city she uttereth her words, saying, how 
long. ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, and the 
light in their scorning, and fools hate Know- 
rn ye at my reproof; behold, I will pour out 
rspivit unte you, I will make known my words unto 
you.’ 

4. We find nothing in the text that fixes its fulfil- 
ment to a future day of judgement. Nor are weau< 
thorized to deaw such a conclusion, from any thing 
expressed in the context. We see no argument, which 
can reasonably be employed, against its fulfilment here 
as well as hereafler. Indeed, it may be observed. that 
most of the proverbs of Solomon were designed for the 
economy of human life, without any reference to a fu-~ 
ture slate. ° 

It is frequently said that wisdom, which is represent- 
edas laughing at the calamity of sinners, is Christ. 
That Christ is called wisdom in scripture, no one can 
doubt ; but still, we have reason to doubt, whether ihe 
wisdom in our text has any particular reference to him. 
If this wisdom personally mean Christ it is diffien!t to 
account for its being personified in the feminine gender. 
All the names of God and Christ are never so used in 
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the Bible.. Who would think of applying such expres- 
sious as these to Christ ? She uttereth her voice,—she 
crieth.—she uttereth her words. But this female is the 
very agent, according to the connexion, that speaks in 
sur text ; “Because I have called, and ye have refused ; 
{ have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
but ye have set at nought aJl my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your calamity ; 
{ will mock when your fear cometh.” Tho Christ, by 
a figure of metonymy, is called “the wisdom of God,” 
and “of God made unto us wisdom,” as also, “righteous- 
ness and redemption ;” yet none of these words applied 
to God or Christ, are contained in an allegory in the 
feminine gender. 


, In attempting to give eur ideas upon this subject, let 
it be observed, that wisdom is that principle in man, so 
nearly allied to conscience, which when it awakes 
within him, causes the most bitter reflection, at the sad 
remembrance of past transgressions ; and particularly 
so, when he is brought to the experience of its direful 
consequences. Often does it cause a manto say, Oh, 
that ] had hearkened unto the voice of wisdom! Oh, 
that J had listened to her admonitions! Thousands 
are ready to bear testimony. that such have been the 
severe admonitions and pungent feelings, arising from 
a consciousness of past folly, that wisdom might well be 
personified, as laughing at their calamity, and mocking 
at theirfears. In many cases, there is no relief for the 
past. “Then shall. they call upon me. but I will not 
answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not 
find me.” But what is their misery ? A very natural 
consequence: “They shall eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with’ their own devices.”’ 


The acts that are past are gone, and cannot be recall- 
ed. The admonitions of wisdom once slighted, afford 
no relief for the offences which are past; because time 
has borne us from the power of recalling them. Yet, at 
no period, does wisdom refuse her aid for the future. 
‘Turn ye at my reproof; behold, I will pour out my 
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spirit unto you.”” ‘Whoso hearkeneth unto me shali 
dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 

Solomon, in bis proverbs, introduces not only wis- 
dom, but other images, which he represents as personal 
agents, and often in such connexion, as makes it evi- 
dent. they are to be considered the properties of agents 
personified. “Get wisdom,” says he, “get understand- 
ing ; forget it not: neither decline from the words of 
my mouth.” In the following verses we find these per- 
sonified . ‘‘Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee ; 
love her and she shall keep thee.” Again, vii. 4, “Say 
unto wisdom, thou art my sister; and call understand- 
ing thy kinswoman.” Here we find understanding is 
personified, as well as wisdom. 

There is no difficulty in describing to the mind the 
true ideas of such personal representations. They 
frequently present ideas in a bold and striking manner, 
and give energy to the sentiments which they contaim 
Accordingly, we find a very frequent use of them in 
different parts of the Bible. 

From what has been written on this subjeet, it is hop- 
ed to be made evident, the dishonoring idea, that God 
will mock the distress of his children, we have no rea- 
son to expect. He who is good unto all, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works now, will eternally 
exercise the same mercies overall the works of his 


hands. 


ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE WORDS, 
No. II. 


Hell. 


This word, with the exception of one passage, is, id 
the New Testament, a translation of two Greek words, 
hadés and gecnna. 

Haves, the invisible receptacle or mansion of the dead, 
in general ; the invisible place or state of separate 
souls, the unscen world of spirits, whether of tore 

1* 
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ment, Luke xvi. 23; or in general, Rev. i. 18 5 vi. 
8; xx. 13 14. PARKHURST. 

This word occurs 1] times in the New Testament,’ 
and is translated, 

Hell, Matt. xi. 23, brought down to hell ; xvi. 18, 
gates ofh. Luke x. 15, down to h. xvi. 23, ‘ h. he ; 
Acts ii, 27, 31, in h. Rev.i 18, keys of h. vi. 8, h. fol- 
lowed: xx. 13, 14, death and hell. 

Grave, | Cor. xv- 55, O grave, where is thy victory ? 


GeENNa,(1) Inthe N. T. Geenna tou puros. 4 Ge- 
henna of fire, Matt. v. 22. does, 1 apprehend, in its 
outward and primary sense, relate to that dreadful 
doom of being burnt alive in the valley of Hinnom ; 
though this as well as other degrees of punishment, 
mentioned in the context, must as Doddridge has 
remarked,be ultimately referred to the tnvistble world, 
and to the future vengeance of an offended God. 

(2) It commonly denotes immediately hell, the place or 
state of the damned. In Mark ix. 43, 44, &e. our 
Lord seems to allude to. the worms which continv- - 
ally preyed on the dead carcases that were cast 
into the valley of Hinnom, and to the perpetual 
fire kept up to consume them. PaRKHURST. 


“Gaienna,” says our Lexicographer, “is used hy the 
E.XX for the Heb. e1enem. Joshua xviij 16. So Geen- 
na of the N. T. is in like manner a corruption of the 
two Heb, words Gr. avalley, and emem. Hinnom, the 
name of a person who was once the possessor of it. 
This valley of Hinnom \ay near Jerusalem, and had been 
the place of those abominable sacrifices in which the 
idolatrous Jews burned their children alive to Moleck, 
Baal, or ihe Sun.” 

Geenna, or Gchenna as the word is spelt in Latin, is 
used 12 times in the New Testament, and is always 
translated hell. All the places, therefore, in which we 
find the word hellin the N. T, is geenna in the Greek, 
except what are mentioned under the word hadés and 
bn 2 Pet ii. 4. Tartardsas.from tartaroé, is there render- 
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ed cast down tohell. Lexicographers explain tartaroé, 
to cast into tartarus or prison. Montanus renders tar- 


tarosas by detrudens in tartarum. ‘This word is used in 


no other passage of scripture, but is said to be found in 
a number of instances, in the writings of the Greek ~ 
poets.* 


In the Hebrew of the Old Testament we find but one 
word used for hell, which is 

Saoou, + the invisible state of the dead. the place and 

state of those who are out ef the way, and to be 


sought for. Park HURST. 

“In this view,” says Parkhurst, “it seems nearly to 
answer to the Greek hadés (by which the LXX almost 
constantly render it) i. e. ho aidés topos, the invisiule 
place, and to our old English word hell, which though 
now scarcely used but for the place of torment, yet being 
a derivative from the Saxon hillan or helan to hide, or 
from holl a cavern, anciently denoted the concealed 
er unseen place of the dead in general, as is manifest 
from the version of Psal. xlix. 14; Iv. 15; Ixxxviii. 3 ; 
Ixxxix. 48, in K- Henry VIII’s Great Bible.” 

‘-Queszer denotes the grave or sepulchre, properly so 
called; saool signifies that which is common to all, the 
common receptacle of the deud.. Thus Leigh in his 


*focrates, an ancient heathen philosopher, according to 
Rollin, uses this word in expressing his views of hell in the 
following manner: ‘*Those who are judged to be incurable 
upon account of the greatness of their crimes, who from delib- 
erate will, have committed sacrileges and murders, and other 
such great offences, the fatal destiny that passes judgement up- 
on them, hurls them into Tartarus, from whence they never 
depart. But these who are found guilty of crimes, great in- 
deed, but worthy of pardon ;- who have committed violences in 
the transports of rage against their father or mother, or have 
killed. some one in a like emotion, and afterwards repented, 
these suffer the same punishment, and in the same place with 
the last ; but for a time only, till by their prayers and supplica- 
tions they have obtained pardon from those they have injured.” 
Ancient History, Vol. 1V. page 322. 


t This is the same word that is called Sheol in a note, page 
53, Vol, I. it being there spelt’ according to the points. 
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Critica Sacra well re.narks, that “Jacob, Gen. xxxvii. 
35, would go down mourning into Sheol to his: son ; 
not into Hell (the place of the damned,) for he never 
thought his son to be gone thither, nor into the grave 
properly se named, for he thought his son had been de- 
voured by a wild beast ; but into the receptacle of the 
dead.’ Is not saoo~ sometimes used for a great Depth 
under ground, out of sight and to be sought for” (Bate,) 
without any reference to the dead ? See Deut. xxxii. 
22. Job xi- 8 Ps. cxxxix. 8. Ezek. xxxi. 17. Amos 
ix. 2.” 

Saoou is the only word rendered hell tbat I can find 
in the O. T. and the only Greek word that I can find 
thus translated, is hadés. Saool is rendered, 

Grave, Gen. xxxvii. 35, go down to the grave ; xlii. 
38, with sorrow to the g. xliv. 31; 1 K. ii. 6, 9, down 
to theg. Job xvii. 13, the o. is my house ; Ps. xlix. 
15, power of the g. Ixxxix. 48, hand of the g. exh. 7, 
the g. mouth; xlix. 14,15; Prov. i. 12; Isai. xiv. 11, 
down to the g. Isai. XXX Viii. 18; Hosea xiii. 14, ran- 
som from the power of the g- O grave. 

Pit, Num. xvi 30,33 down quick into the pit; 
Job xvii. 16, the bars of the pit. There are a variety 
of other Hebrew words which are translated pit in the 
Old Testament. These are all the places that I have 
found in which saoou is thus rendered. 

It has become an opinion, (I know not but an almost 
general opinion, ) that the Greek hadés does not repre- 
sent the place of torment, the future habitation of dam- 
ned souls, This sentiment f have heard expressed by 
a number of believers in endless misery, who are con- 
versant with the Greek langu guage Admitting this idea, 
we find no word in the Old Testament either Hebrew 
or Greek, that carries an idea of what is commonly un- 
derstood by hell ; that deseribes a particular place of 
misery : for the Hebrew saoon and the Greek hadés, 
which correspond to each other, havea very similar 
meaning. There remains but one word in the New 
Testament that is ever applied to men, which they can 
consider asa proper name.of the place, according to 
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their own concessions. We find but a solitary instance; 
namely in 2 Pet ii. 4,in which there is thought to be 
an allusion to any other. Gehenna, which is consider- 
ed the only’ proper name of hell in the original of the 
New Testament, had its origin from idolatrous sacrifi- 
ces. If there be a hell co-existent with the ahodes of 
the blessed, is it not strange, that it should have re- 
mained anonymous, till Moses and the prophets had’ 
finished their testimony ? Besides, by the concession’ 
of the learned Parknurst, we see that the English” 
word, used to describe the place of endless torment, 300 
years ago, had a very different meaning, both by deri- 
vation and use. The fact, undoubtedly, is, that where 
the wicked and misery are, there is hell, whether in the 
present or future state ;; and where the righteous and 
felicity are, there is the heaven that we need. There 
was, undoubtedly, no hell, till the wicked began to ex- 
ist ; nor will there be any hell, when the wicked shall 
be no more. “For yet a little while, and the wicked 
shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider hts _ 
place, and it’shall not be,” Ps. xxxvii. 10. 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


CHRIST AND THE FATHER ONE. 


One of the most common texts quoted by trinitarians 
to prove that the Son and the Father are. the same be-- 
ing, is that in which Christ says, “I and my Father are 
one.” If we look a little into the context we shail 
perceive that in whatever sense these words ought to 
be taken, they cannot possibly mean, that Christ was 
the same being as the Father. He had been speaking 
to the Jews the parable of the good shepherd, and, in 
alluding to his own death, he said he had authority to 
lay down his life, and to receive it again. But he imme- 
diately after adds, that he had received this é>mmaad- 
ment from the Father ; that is, it was by the will ane 
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power of the Father, and not of himself, that he was 
able to Jay down his life, and receive it again. He also 
speaks of doing his works in his Father’s name. He 
says his sheep were given bim by his Father, and repre- 
sents himself as one, “whom the Father hath sanctified, 
and sent into-the world.” Now let it be asked, whether 
it were possible for him to use-such language, if he were 
actually speaking of himself, when he refers to the Fa- 
ther 2 No one can believe this, who would draw any 
consistent meaning from: his discourse. It is obvious 
from these passages, that when he spoke of himself and 
the Father being one, he could not mean they were the 
same being, or person, but that they were united in ac- 
complishing the same object. He acted by the com- 
mand of Ged, and by the power, which was given him, 
and did nothing-except in accordance with the divine 
will, 

Such is the conclusion,which a rational interpretation 
would bring out of the-passage itself. And this is con- 
firmed by comparing scripture with scripture, which, 
after all, is the bestrule that can be followed. In the 
seventeenth chapter of John, our Savior has explicitly 
_afol@os what we are to understand by his being one with 
“the Father. He praysthus; “Holy Father, keep through 


. ‘thine own name those, whom thou hast given me, that 









they may be one, as we are.” Again, “Fhe glory, which 
thon me, I have given them. that they may be 
| ven as we are one ; I in them, and thou in Ae 
t they may be made perfect in one ; and that the 
world may know, that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as ‘hou hast loved me.”* Here-our Savior prays, 
KOtonly, that he and his disciples may be one, but that 
they also may be one, mthe same sense, as he and his 
Father are one. From whet has been said, it is plain, 
that it might just as well be inferred that Christ and 
his disciples were one and the same being. as that he 
ead the Father were one and the same_ His language 
is precisely the same in one case, as it is in the other. 


* John xvii. 11, 21, 22. 
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"The disciples of Christ were one with him in acting ac- 
cording to his counsels, purposes, and directions; and in 
this'sense was Christ one with the Father.* 

Moreover if this be not the true meaning of the text 
first mentioned, it will'be impossible to reconcile it with 
others. Christ says, “the Fathe St igiatenter than I,” and 
declares that ‘he does all his works by the power and 
aid of the Father. But this would be impossible, if they 
were one being. How can a being be greater, than 
himself? If it be allowed, that Christ was one with 
the Father in promoting his designs, and conforming te 
his will, there will be harmony and consistency in all 
the texts, which allude to the character of Christ ; but 
any other explanation will involve contradictions, which 
eanpot be reconciled. 


—_—— ——_—__. 


A -Letter addressed to a Congregational minister on the 
subject of a Funeral Sermon. 


B , August 27, 1316. 

Rev. Sir—I hope you will excuse the freedom I take 
in addressing you, on the subject of your funeral exer- 
‘cise yesterday. I confess, Sir.my feelings were some- 
what marred at hearing your performance; and I still 
conceive justly, from several considerations. You ap- 
peared to show a great reluctance to join with me ia 
any part of public worship, tho you must be sensible — 
you crossed the feelings of the father of the deceased — 
child; and you even apologized to the assem!+ly because 
I was to make the concluding prayer. With the thun- 





* Critics have observed, that m the original of the text first 
quoted, the word translated one is hen,one thing, and not heis, 
one person or being. It may also be remarked of all the other 
texts quoted above, in which the word one is used. In the ori- 

inalit is hen, which is never used to denote a person. 
here is‘a parallel passage in 1 Cor. ii. % ‘*He that planteth 
and he that watereth are one,” (hen, one thing.) Yetno 
one will suppose, that Paul and Apollos were one being. Theyom 
were one in will, consent, and purpose. 


° 
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ders of future endless misery, you appeared to you: 
mourning friends and the congregation, when you muy 
be sensible it was altogether unacceptable to many of 
them and myself who was there invited to take a pait 
on that solemn occasion, and at the funeral of a child 
not two years old, with a given text that spake of chil. 
dren. saying, “ofsuch is the kingdom of Gow.” — Sir, jf 
your labors were conscientiously directed tor the bene. 
fitof your hearers. under a sense of accountability to 
your Maker, IT humbly jdulge the hope that you wil! 
pot judge yourself entirely free from this accountability, 
till you have endeavored = seripturatiy and reasonably 
to defend th» ideas on which you so strenuously insist. 
ed, where there is opportunity to reply. From such 
considerations, | trust this communication will be cap. 
didly answered. 

In listening to your prayer with devotional attention, 
I soon perceived, thxt you appeared like one, who would 
sive the Almighty a history of antiquity ; and tesides, 
you seemed to tell him, how he might have saved him: 
self much labor and been as free from guilt #s he is 
now. If my memory serves me, you told him, ¢he 
had never provided a Savior for man, his throne would 
have been forever guiltless. Why so? because men are 
infinite sinners ? This seems to be the import of your 
prayer. Then it appears if they were not so wicked, 
be would be some guilty if he did not save them! The 
sentence you used is frequently varied in this manner; 
*“O Lord, if thou hadst come out against us in strict jus- 
tice, we should ere now have been in the grave with the 
dead, and in hell with the damned.” ‘lo teti the Lord, 
when he comes out against his people he bas not come 
out in strict justice, to what does it amount but a plain 
accusation of injustice / Ifthe Lord do not strie: justice 
in his works, I think they must be unjusi :; uniess 4 
thing can be said to be and not be at the same time 

With respect to infants, I feel tooppose your epinion, 
that being given ip baptism cuaitisies them inte the 
kingdom ot Goc. St. Paul said he wes noi sent to bap 
tize, but to preach the gospel, and can a minister of the 
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resent age, suppose his commission exceeds (hat of the 
ehief apostle of the Gentiles ? 

Being brought to Christ, according to your text, does 
not appear to make them heirs of the kingdom of God ; 
but they were suffered to be brought, because they were 
already heirs of that kingdom. “For of such is” (not 
will be) “of the kingdom of God.” ‘They were, there- 
fore, brought to partake of the inheritance, that pre- 
viously belonged to them. 

| am, Sir totally unable to perceive the propriety of 
attempting to console mourners, by telling them the 
Judge of all the earth will do right, will execute justice, 
with your views of right and justice. I can see no 
consolation, on your hypothesis. unless he refrains from 
doing right, and averts the demands of justice, which 
if he do, ihere is hope; otherwise, the whole buman 
race must be eternally damned. ‘To tell mourners that 
all men, to receive right and justice. would receive 
eternal damnation, and then attempt to condole them by 
telling them, to trust in God.—he will do right —be will 
do justice, could never console, till the school of tor- 
ment had made the heart harder than a nether mill- 
stone. 

I might make many more remarks, but a want of time 
and health forbid, at present. I hope you will take 
these into serious consideration, and endeayor to satis- 
fy the queries of an inquirivg mind. S.C. L. 

Rev. J. D. 


; The Rev. J. D_ returned no answer to the foregoing 
etter. 


eee 


Extract of a Letter to the Editor. dated Portland, March 
29, 1821. by Rev. Russell Streeter, who has recently 
moved from Spring field, Vt. to that place. 

“In relation to my situation in this town, concerning 
Which you will doubtless expeet to hear. I have not 
much to communicate. I hardly am able to anticipate 
my own prospects. The attention, however israizas 
foa high degree. 
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“Our house is quite too small. Abuut one thousand cay, 
crowd into it, and hundreds stand about the entry, and 


“round the doors. 


“Last Sabbath was very stormy ; the evening. tolera- 
bly pleasant. No sooner was the house illuminated 
than the doors were crowded ; and those who belong to 


the society and came as late as the hour appointed, 
found no admission. Hundreds of others were in the 


same condition This is the general character of our 
lectures. 

“J have exhibited a disposition purely pacific. I 
preach my own faith, and exclude all others from my 
cepsideration. The truth is sufficient to interest the 
attention, without refuting other people’s sentiments.” 


From Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 


SWEDEN BORGIANS, 


The followers of Emmanuei Swedenborg. a Swedish 
nobleman, born at Stockholm in 639. He appears to 
have had a good education ; for his learning was exten 
sive in almost every branch. He professed himself to 
be the founder of the New-Jerusalem Church, alluding 
tothe New Jerusalem syeken of in the hook of the Rev- 


elation. He asserts that. in the year 743. the Lord 
manifested hims<If to him hy a personal appearance, 
and at the seme time opened his spiritual eyes. so that 
he was enabled constantly to see 2nd converse with spit- 
its and angels From that time he began to print and 
publish various wonderful things, which be Says. were 
revealed fo him, relating to heaven and hell, the state 
of men after death. the worship of God, the s. iritual 
sense of the scriptures. the various earths in the unl 
verse, and their inbabitants; with many other strange 
particulars ; 

SWétlenborg lived and died in the Lutheran commun: 
jon. but always professed the highest respect for the 
churchof England. He carried bis respect for the per 
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son and divinity of Jesus Cliriat to the highest point of 
veneration, considering bi im altogether as “+God mani- 


fested in the flesh, and as the fulness of the Godhead 
united to the man Christ Jesus” With respect, there- 


fore, lo the sacred Traily, ine he Tejected the idea 


the pie he adenitted theed dibtinct essences, prin- 
ciples, or characters as existing init: namely, the di- 


vine essence or character, in virtue of which he is call- 
ed the Father or Creator, the human essence, principle, 
or character, united to the divine in the person of Jesus 


Christ, in virtue of which he is called the Son and Re- 
deemer ; and, lastly the proceeding essence or princt- 
ple, in virtue of which he is called the Hoty Ghost. He 
marines maintains, that the sacred scripture contains 


three distinct senses, called celestial. spiritual, and nat- 
ural, which are united ‘by correspomiences: and that 
in each sense it is divine truth accommodated respec- 


‘ively to the anzeis of the thre ie hen Vens. and 4180 10 


— > s ais ry" ae - ‘* o 
men on eaTia inis sc iey ce of correspon le nces if is 
sail? has been lost for somes thesecenids of years. % 'mZ ever 
~ ° j .ew t ; o Se ‘tr aa . > . yy j 
since the time of Job. bul is now revived bv Emminuel 
+ 


Le 


swedenborg,who uses it as a key to the spiritus: or inter- 
nal sense of the sacred scripture . every page «f shich, 
he Says, is wriiten by correspondence that is by such 
‘hings in the natural world as correspond unto an d sig- 
Dut ticegs in Spiritual work!. He denies the doc- 
irine of atonement. or vicarious sacrifice ; iocether 
With the doctrines of predestination. unconditional elee- 
5 a, justification by faith alone the resurrection of the 

aterial body. &c. and ion opposition thereto, maintains 
th i man is possessed of free will in spiritual things 
that salvation ia not attainable without repentance. tha 
is. abstaining from evils tecause they are sins agains 
God. and living a life of charity and faith. according io 
the commandments ; that men immediately on his de- 
Ceas+. rises again 1p a opening body, which was eneles- 
edin his material body, and that in his spiritual body 
he lives asa man to eternity either tn heaven or in 
dell, according to the quality of bis past life. That all 
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those passages in the scripture generally supposed 
signify the destruction of the world by fire, and com. 
monly called the last judgement, must be understood ag. 
cording to the above mentioned science of correspop. 
sences, which teaches, that by the end of the world, o 
censummation of the age, is not signified the destruction 
of the world, but the destruction or end of the preseat 
Christian church, both among Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, of every description or denomination ; and 
that this last judgement actually took place, in the spir. 
itual world in the year 1757 ; from which era is dated 
the second advent of the Lord and the commencement 
efanew Christian church, which, they say, is meant 
by the new heaven and the new earth in the Revela- 
tion, and the New Jerusalem thence descending. They 
use a hiturgy, and instrumental as well as vocal music, 
in their public worship. 


from the London Universalist Miscellany. 


RULE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE WORD, ALL, IN SCRI* 


TUREW 


lt is well known that the word all, as it occurs in the 
Scriptures, admits of various acceptations. Sometimes 
it means literally and mathematically, the whole, with- 
ut any exception; at other times only a part, ani 
some times only a small part. ‘These different uses o 
it have contributed much to support the controversy, 
which has long existed concerning the extent of the 
death of Christ, and Christians on both sides, have ar 
gued with apparent force, alternately insisting on the 
restricted or unlimited sense of the word. Could a cer 
tain extent be found in the scriptures themselves, 0 
determine always how we are to understand it. much 
dispute would be avoided, and the controversy relative 
to the extent of the death of Christ would be settled ; 
ant! by the same rule, the doctrine of the Restoraiton 
might be proved to be true or false, It is reasonable (© 
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suppose that the Scriptures co afford sufficient ground 


for such a rule; for it is contended that the Bible isa ~ 
plain book, and easy to be understood, tn all wis doctrines 


and precepts, by every honest and diligent reader of if, 
Let the following rule therefore be kept in view, viz. 
That whenever we meet with the word ali, in connex- 
jon with any point of doctrine, it always means literally 
and mathematically the whole. including all is parts; 
but where it is used historically, it frequently admits of 
hypervele.. This use of the word is consistent with 
common sense and common usage. If any man can 
finda single exception to this rule in the whole Bible, 
he is invited to make it known. To illustrate this rale, 
consider Heb. ii. 8 For in that he put all in subjection 
under him. he left nothing that is not put under him. And 
also | Cor. xv. 27. ‘For he hath put all things under 
his feet. But when he saith ail things are put under 
him, itis manifest that he. only, is excepted which did 
put all things under him.’ In these passages the Apos- 
tle gives insiances of the word being taken in its fullest 
latitude, when connected with doctrines When we 


meet with it in relation to the death of Christ for men, 


ine Same extensive sense of the word is necessarily an- 
derstood, as Isa. lili. 6. *The Lérd hath laid op him 
the iniquity of us all.” The prophet had been saying, 
‘All we like sheep have gone astray : we have turned 
every one to his own way-’ It is evident that he here 
describes the whole human race ; for we have all sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God ; so that he as- 
seris, that all who have gone astray, have had their 
iniquities laid upon Christ. This can never be disprov- 
ed unless it can be showed that some meh have not 
sinned ; which would be an express contradiction both 
to Scripture and experience. 

[n historical passages it is different, as in Matt. iii. 5, 
6. ‘fhen went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan. and were baptiz- 
ed of him in Jordan” Here we must understand only & 
part of Jerusalem. &c- For we are elsewhere told, that 
the Seribes and Pharisees rejected Johu’s baptisan. 
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But we are no where told of any for whom Christ did 
not die; nor any where told of any who are not civer 
to him, &c. It is presumed, therefore, that the above 
tule is strictly true, and if kept in view in reading the 
scriptures, will be of great service to serious inquirer 
after truth. 


p———— 


“THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Referring to our last. we find the following: “The 
fourth number of this work is received ; in which the 
Editor acknowledges the mistake pointed out on page 
1!1,of this volume ef the Messenger, in relation to our 
remarks on a piece signed ‘Hyram,” in the seeond 
number of the Repository, and which were inserted oa 
page 52, of this volume; and to the reasons which he 
has given for the mistake, being undoubtedly satisfacto- 
ry tohimself, we shall make no objeetion, having noth- 
iug personal either against the Editor, or the supposed 
author of the piece ; neither have we in the least chang: 
ed our opinion respecting it. Whatever the author ‘a- 
tempted todo, it appears tous that he has done byt 
very little, if any thing less or more than what we 
named. [twill be perceived that we only stated how 
the writing ‘apPeareD TO Us ;° but we did not, neither 
do we now say that Hyram meant to be ‘disingenuous ; 
tho, as it musi: be acknowledged, we left room to 
draw a conelusion that that was our opinion. Having 
thus explained, we sball say po more on this part of 
the subject.” 

As we find our opposers are disposed to “say D° 
more” on the part of the subject alluded to above, We 
shall not attempt to provoke them toit, by additiona! 
remarks; for. ere now, we were heartily sorry to find 
ourselves engaged ina controversy, which could, at the 
dest. promise so little interest to our readers. 

They complain that in Hyram’s piece, they find notb- 
ing to answer, because they do not find him on the que* 
‘tion, aeeording te the method they proposed. They 
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are very careful not fo engage to defend their own senti- 
ments ; but if we will state the doctrine of future pun- 
ishment “clearly and explicitly, so that the discussion 
may not be merely about words, and then state the 
scriptures on which” we “shall rely for its support ; and 
shew that those scriptures must necessarily be so con- 
strued,” they “pledge” themselves, “if life and bealth 
is spared, to fulfil” their “promise” as found in our last, 
page 153. But hereit seems they must be lame, tho 
we meet them on theirownplan. For il we take the 
affirmative, on the question of future punishment, they 
must the negative. On maintaining negatives by scrip- 
ture, see what they say: “It is not pretended (as we 
know of,) that the scriptures prove that there will be 
xo future punishment ; for how can they prove a nega- 
tive 7” We have now only to observe further, that 
this piece from the Christian Messenger was not re- 
seived in season for Hyram to answer; they may, 
therefore, expect to hear from us in our next. 


——— —_ | 


From Paley’s Moral Philosophy. 
OF THE USE OF SABBATICAL INSTITUTIONS. 


Aun assembly cannot be collected, unless the time of 
assembling be fixed and known before-hand; and if the 
design of the assembly require that it be held frequent- 
ly, it is easiest that it should return at stated intervals. 
This produces a necessity of appropriating set seasons 
to the social offices of religion. It is also highly con- 
Venient, that the same seasons be observed throughout 
the country, that all may be employed, or all at leisure to- 
gether: for, if the recess from worldly oecupation be 
not general, one man’s business will perpetually inter- 
fere with another man’s devotion; the buyer will be 
Calling at the shop when the seiler is gone to church. 
This part, therefore of the religious distinction of seasons, 
namely, a general intermission of labor and business 
Guring times previously set apart for the exercise ef 
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public worship, is founded in the reasons which make 
public worship itselfa duty. But the celebration of 4j, 
Vine service never occupies the whole day. What pr. 
mains, therefore, of Sunday, beside the part of it en. 
ployed at church, musi be considered as a mere rest from 
the ordinary occupations of civil life; and he who 
would defend the institution. as it is required by law to 
be observed in Christian countries, unless he can pro. 
duce a eommand for a Christian sabbath, must point out 
ihe uses of it in that view. 4 

Forst, then. that interval of relaxation which Sunday 
affords to the laborious part of mankind, contribute 
greatly to the comfort and satisfaction of their lives, 
both as it refreshes them for the time, and as it relieves 
their six day's labor by the prospect of a day of rest qi. 
Ways approaching; wiich could not be said of casual 


indulgences of leisure and rest, even were they more 
frequent than there is reason to expect they wouid be, 


if left to the discretion or humanity of interested task ma. 
ters. ‘T'o this difference it may be added, that holidays, 


which come seldom aud unexpected, are unprovided, 
when they do come, with any duty or employment; ani 


the manner of spending them being regulated by no 


public decency or established usage, they are commov- 
ly consumed in rude, if not criminal pastimes, in stupid 


slothor brutish intemperance. Whoever considers bow 
mugh sabbatical institutions conduce, in this respect, to 


the happiness ind civilization of the laboring classe: 
of mankind, and refiects how great a majority of the hu- 


man species these classes compose, will acknowledge 
the utility, whatever he may believe of the origin, of 
this distinction; and wi!l, consequently, perceive it (0 
be every man’s duty to uphold the observation of Sut- 
day. when once established, let the establishment have 


proceeded from whom or from what authority it will. 
Nor is there any thing lost to the community by the 


intermission of public industry one day in the week: 


For in countries tolerably advanced in population and 
the arts of civil life, there is always enough of human 


labor, and to spare. The. difficulty is not so much 
to procure, as to employ it. The addition of the sev- 
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enth day’s labor to that of the other six would have no 


lake 
di other effect than to reduce the price. The labor- 


dhe 


” er himself, who deserved and suffered most by the 
en. change, would gain nothing. 

‘One 2, Sunday, by suspending many public diversions, 
vb and the ordinary rotation of employment, leaves to men 


to of all ranks and professions sufficient leisure, and not 


TO. more than what is sufficient, both for the external offices 
ut HM of Christianity, and the retired. but equally necessary 
| duties of religious meditation and inquiry. It is true, 
‘ay that many do not convert their leisure to this purpose; 
BS but it is of moment, and is all which a public constitu. 
8, tion can effect, that to every one be allowed the oppor- 
a nity. 

if 3, They whose humanity embraces the whole sensi- 
- tive creation, will esteem it no inconsiderable recom- 
- mendation of a weekly return of public rest, thaf it af- 
m fords a respite to the toil of brutes. Nor can we omit 


to recount this amongst the uses, which the divine 


Founder of the Jewish sabbath expressly appointed a 
law of the institution. 


; We admit that none of these reasons show why 


Sunday should be preferred to any other day in the 
week, or one day in seven to one day in six or eight: 


but these points, which in their nature are of arbitrary 
: determination, being established to our hands. our obli- 
| gation applies to the existing establishment, so long as 


we confess, that some such institution is necessary, and 
are neither able, nor attempt to substitute any other ia 


its place. 


p— — _ 


From Paley’s Moral Philosophy, 


OF THE SCRIPFURE ACCOUNT OF SARBATICAL INSTITU- 
TIONS. 


The subject. so far as it makes any part of Christian 
morality, is contained in two questions: 
{. Whether the command, by which the Jemsh sab- 


bath was instituted, extend to Christians ? 
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II. Whether any new command was delivered } 
Christ; or any other day substituted in the place of ti 
Jewish sabbath by the authority or example of his 4. 
posiles ? 

In treating of the first question, it will be necessary 
to collect accounts, which are preserved of the instjt,. 
lion in the Jenish history; for the seeing these ae. 
counts together, and in one point of view, will be the 
best preparation for the discussing or judging % ay 
arguments on one side or the other. 

;* the second chapter of Genests, the historian hay. 
ing concluded his account of the six day’s creation, pro 
ceeds thus: “Andon the seventh day God ended hi 
work which he had made; and he rested on the sey. 
enth day from all his work which he had made; an| 
God diessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; becauy 
that in it he had rested from all his work which God cre. 
ated and made.” After this we hear no more of the sab 
bath. or of ‘heseventh day. asinany manner distinguishel 
from the other six, until the history brings us downto 
the sojourning of the Jews ia the wilderness, when the 
following remarkable passage oceurs. Upon the com: 
plaint of the people for want of food, God was pleased 
to provide for their relief by a miraculous supply of 
maiuna, which was found every mcrning upon the ground 
aboutthe camp; and they gathered it every morning, ev 
ery man according fo his eating; and when the sun wat 
ed hot, it melted: and it came to pass, that on the sixth 
day they gathered twice a8 much bread, two omers lot 
ene man: and all the rulers of the congregation came 
and told Moses ; and he said unto them. this is that 
which the Lord hath said, to-morrom ts the rest of the he 
ly sabbath unto the Lord; bake that whieh ye will bake 
to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe, and that which 
remaineth over lay up for you, to be kept until the 
morning; and they laid it up till the morning. as Moses 
bade. and it did not stink” (as it had done before, when 
some of iem left it till the morning) “neither was there 
any worm hoeine And Moses said, Eat that to day: 
for to-day ts @sabhath unto the Lord: today ye shah 
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| hy po! Gnd it in the field. Six days ye shall gather it, but 
f the linn the seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there 





hallbe none. And itcame to passthat there went 
it some Of the people on the seventh day for to gath- 
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sary fer.and they found none = And the Lord said unto Mo- 
tity. ies, how long refuse ye to keep my commandments and 
ae. -laws? See, for that the Lord hath given you the sab- 
the flipath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread 


of two days; abide ye every man in his place; let no 
an go out of his place on the seventh day: so the 
neople rested on the seventh day.” Exodus xvi. 

Notlong after this, the sabbath, as is well known, 
was established with great solemnity ia the fourth com- 
mandment 
Now, in my opinion, the transaction in the wilder- 
mess. above recited, was the first actual institution of 
thesabbath. For, if fhe sabbaih had been instituted at 
the time of the creation, as the words in Genesis may 
seem al first sight to import. and if it had been observ- 
ed all along. from that time to the departure of the 
Jews out of Egypt. a period of about two thousand five 
hundred years, it appears unaccountable, that no men- 
tion of it, no Occasion of even the obscurest allusion to it, 
should occur either in the general history of the world 
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nd before the call of Abratam, which contains, we admit, 
y- fe Only a few memoirs of its early ages. and thuse extreme- 
X- ly abridged; or, which is more to be wontiered at, in 
th that of the lives of the three first Jewish patriacchs, 
or Which. in many parts of the account, is sufficiently cir- 
ne cumstantial and domestic. Nor is there, in the pass«ge 
at above quoted from the sixteenth chapter, of Exodus, 
- any intimation that the sabbath, then appointed te be 
<e observed. was only the revival of an ancient institution, 
b Which had heen neglected, forgotien, or s spemied; 
le hor is any such neglect imputed either to the inhabit- 
fs anis of the old world, or to any part of the family of 
n Noah; nor lastly. is any permission recorded to dis- 
e pense with the institufion during the captivity of the 
Jews in Egypt. or on any other public emerge: cy. 

; T he passage in the second chapter of Geuesis, which 
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ereates the whole controversy upon the subject, is no 
inconsistent with this opinion; for as the seventh day 
was erected into a sabbath, on account of God’s restiz 
upon that day from the work of the creation. it wa 
natural enongh for the historian. when he had relate; 
the history of the creation, and of God’s ceasing fron 
iton the seventh day, to add, “and God blessed the 
sevenih day, and sanctified it. because that on it he 
had resied from all bis work which God created and 
made ;” altho the blessing and sanctification, i. ¢, 
the religious distinction and appropriation of that day, 
were vot actually made till many ages afterwards, 
The words do soi assert that God then “bléssed” and 
“sanctificd” the seventh day, but that he blessed and 
sanctified it forihat reason; and if any ask why the 
sabbath, or sanctification of the seventh day, was the 
mentioned. if it was vot then appointed. the answer 
is at hand; the order of connexion, and not of time, 
introduced the mention of the sabbath. in the bistory 
of the sulject which it was ordained to commemorate. 

This interpretation is strongly supported by a pat 
gage in the prophet Ezchtel, where the sabbath is plain 
ly spoken of as gtven. and what else can that mean, 
but as first instituted, in the wilderness ?  ‘ W herefort 
I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and 
brought them into the wilderness ; and I gave thes 
my siatu'es, and shewed them my judgements, which 
if a man do, he shall even live in them : moreover ali 
I gave them my sabbaths, to be asign between me ant 
them, that they might know that I am the Lord thal 
sanctify ibem.”’” Egek. xx /0, 11, 12. 

Nehoamek atso recounts the promulgation of the sab- 
baiic tow smongst the transactions in the wilderness; 
which sup) lies another considerable argument in aid 
of our opinion: “Moreover thou Jeddest them ix ‘le 
day by «a cloudy pillar, and in the night by a piilar of 
fire to give them light in the way wherein they should 

Thov camest down elso upon Mount Sinai, «tt 
epaked with them from heaven. and gavest them right 
judgements and true laws, good statutes and comment 
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-_s and madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, 
andcommandedst them precepts, statutes and laws, by =. 
the hand of Moses thy servant, and gavest them bread _ 


ho} 
day 


in 

a fom heaven for their hunger, and broughtest forth wat- oe 
ted erfor them out of the rock.”* Neh. ix. 12. a 
onl If it be inquired, what duties were appointed for the is 
the HA jewish sabbath, and under what penalties and in what i 
be Hi? manner it was observed amongst the ancient Jews ; we i 
aud fied that, by the fourth commandment, a strict cessa- ae 
e, tion from work was enjoined, not only upon Jews by re 
af, birth, or religious profession. but upon all who resided a 
ds within the limits of the Jenish state; that the same was 

ind fo ve permitted to their slaves and to their cattle: that 

ind this rest was not to be violated under pain of death; 

the “Whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he 

hen shall surely be put to death.” Ex. xxxi. 15. Beside 

ver which the seventh day was to be solemnized by double | 

it; Me sacrificesin the temple. ‘Andon the sabbath day, | 
any vo lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth- : 
. deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the i% 4 
ae drink offering thereof; this is the burnt offering of ev- 

In ery sabbath, beside the centinual burnt offering, and his 

aL, drink offering.”?> Numb. xxviii. 9, 10. Also holy convo- 

Ire cations, which mean, we presume, assemblies for the 

nd purpose of public worship, or religious instruction, were i a 
ra directed to be held on the sabbath day; “the seventh 
ch day is a sabbath of rest, and holy convocation.”’ Lev. bs 
Ito xiii. 3. - 
ad And accordingly we read. that the sabbath was is fe es 
at fact observed among .the Jews, by a scrupulous absti- fo) 


Rence from every thing which by any possible construc- Ea 


ib 

if *From the mention of the sabbath in so close a connexion 

id with the descent of God upon Mount Sinaz, and the delivery 

lie of the law from thence, one would be inclined to believe, that . 

of Nehemiah referred solely to the fourth commandment. Buf rf 
id the fourth commandment certaimly did not first make known hii 
the sabbath. Aud it is apparent that Nehemiah observed not ey 
p the order of events, for he speaks of what passed upon Mount ee 
bi Pinar, before he mentions the miraculons supplies of bread and if 


d- Water, tho the Jews did not arrive at Mount Simat, GH cong he 
time after both these miracles were. wrought, i i 
. “s $ ph - i 
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tion, could be deemed labor; as from dressing meaf, 
from travelling beyond a sabbath day’s journey, or aboyt 
a single mile. Inthe Maccabcan wars, they suffered a 
thousand of their number to be slain. rather than do 
any thing in their own defence on the sabbath day. In 
the final siege of Jerusalem, after they had so far over. 
come their scruples, as to defend their persons when at. 
tacked, they refused any operation on the sabbath day, 
by which they might have interrupted the enemy in 
filling up the trench. After the establishment of syno- 
gogues (of the origin of which we have no account) it 
was the custom to assembie in them upon the sabbath 
day. for the purpose of hearing the law rehearsed and 
explained. and for the exercise, it is probable, of public 
devotion. “For Moses of old time hath in every 
city them that preach him. being read in the synagogues 
every sabbath day.” The seventh day is Saturday; 
and agreeable to the Jewish way of computing the day, 
the sabbath held from six o’clock on Friday evening. to 
six o’clock on Saturday evening. These observa 
tions -eing premised, we approach the main question, 
Whether the command. by which the Jewish sabbath 
was instituted, extend to us? 

If the divine command was actually delivered at 
the creation, it was addressed, no doubt to the whole 
human species alike. and continues. unless repealed by 
some subsequent revelation, binding upon all who 
come to the knowledge of it. If the command was 
puilished for the first time in the wilderness. then it 
was imimediatriy direcied to.the Jewish people 
alone; and something farther. either.in the sulject, 
or circumstances of the command, will be necessary 


toshow, tha: i was designed for any other. It is 00 
this 2zeaount, that the question concerning the date of 
the isst-tution was frst to he considered. The -former 
opinion precludes all dehate about the extent of the 


Obhe.00 ° ine latter admits. and prima facie, induces 
a welief. that the Sabbath ought to be considered 4 
part of the peculiar daw of the Jewish policy. 

Which bet? receives great confirmation from the 
following arguments : 
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The sabbath is described as a sign between Gd and 






ine the people of Israel: ‘ Wherefore the children of Israel 
“ shall keep the sabbath. to observe the sabbath throug h- 
. out their generations, for a perpetaal covenant; a ts 
Q 


a sign between me and the children of Israel forever.” 
Exod. xxxi 16, 17. Again, “And I gave them my 


aa statutes, and shewed them my judgements, which, ifa 
ys man do, he shali even live in them; moreover also I 
. rave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, 


. that they might know that | am the Lord that sanctify 
It them.” Ezek. xx. 11,12. Now it does not seem easy to 
h ynderstand how the sabbath could bea sign hetweea 
d God and the people of Israel, unless the observance of 
' it was peculiar to that people, and designed to be so. 

; The distinction of the sabbath is, in its nature, as 
, much a positive ceremonial institution, as that of many 


other seasons which were appointed by the levitical law 
fo be kept holy, and to be observed by a strict rest; as 
) ihe first and seventh daysof unleavened bread; the 


feast of pentecost: the feast of tabernacles; and in the 
twenty-third chapter of Exodus the sabbath and these 
are recited together. 

If the command by which the sabbath was instituted 
he binding upen Christians, it must be binding as to the 
day, the duties, and the penalty; in none of whichit 
is received. 


The observance of the sabbath was not one of the 
articles enjoined by the Apostles, in the fifteenth chap- 


ter of Acts, upon them, “which, from among the Gen- 
tiles, were turned unto God.” 


St- Paul evidently appears to have considered the 
sabbata as part of the Jewish ritual, and not obligatery 


upon Christians as such: “Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or ip respect of an holy day. or 
of the new moon, or cf the sabbath days, Which are a 


shadow of things to come, but the body is of Christ.” 
Col. ii 16. 17. 
1 am aware of only two objection: which can ke op- 


posed to the force of these arguments: one ts, thet the 
reason assigned in the feurth commandment for hallow- 
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ing the seventh day, viz. “because God rested ow the 
seventh day from the work of the creation,” is a reagop 
which pertains to all mankind; the other, that the com 
mand, which enjoins the observance of the sabbath, jy 
inserted in the decalogue, of which all the other pre. 
cepts and prohibitions are of moral and universal obl} 
gation. 

Upon the first objection it may be remarked, that al. 
though in Exodus the commandment is founded upog 
God's rest from the creation, in Deuteronomy the cem. 
mandment is repeated with a reference to a different 
event : “Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: 
init thon shall not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-ser 
vant, nor thine Ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, 
nor the stranger that is within thy gates; that thy map- 
servant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as 
thou; and remember that thou wast a servant in the 
Jand of Egypt,and that the Lord thy God brought thee out 
thence, through a mighty hand, and by a stretched out 
arm; therefore, the Lord thy God commanded thee to 
keep the sabbath day.” It is farther observable, that 
Gou’s rest from the creation is proposed, as the reason 
of the institution, even where the institution itself is 
spoken of as peculiar to the Jews ;—‘‘Wherefore the 
children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the 
sabbath throughout their generations,for a perpetual cov- 
enant : it is a sign between me and the children of Is- 
tael forever ; for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was re- 
freshed.” The truth is, these different reasons were 
assigned to account for different circumstances in the 
command. If a Jew inquired. why the seventh day was 
sanctified rather than the sixth or eighth, his law told 
him, because God rested on the seventh day from the 
creation. If he asked, why was the same rést indulged 
to slaves, his law bid him remember, that he also was 4 
slave in the land of Egypt; and, “that the Lord his 
tod brought bim ont thence.” In this view the two 
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vensons are perfectly Compatible with each other, and 
with a third end of the institution, its being a sign be- 
tween God and the people of Israel ; but in this view 
ihey determine nothing concerning the extent of the 
obligation. Ifthe reason by its proper energy had con- 
stituted a natural obligation, or if it had been mention- 
ed with a view to the extent of the obligation we should 
submit to the conclusion, that all were comprehendeglt 
by the command, who are concerned in the reason. But 
the sabbatiec rest being a duty which results from the 
ordination and authority of a positive law. the reason 
can be alfeged no farther than as it explains the de- 
sign of the Legislator: and if it appear to be recited 
with an intentional application to one part of the law, it 
explains his design upon no other; if it be mentioned 
merely to account for the choice of the day, it does not. 
explain his design as to the extent of the obligation. 
{To be continued. | 


——e 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


A periodical work, entitled “The Unitarian Miscel- 
lany,”? published monthly at Baltimore. by James Web- 
ster, at the annual price of one dollar and filty cents, 
was commencéed last January. We have received four 
numbers, all of which contain '!92 duodecimo pages, 
and have derived much pleasure in perusing them. We 
little expected to meet with so many of our own ideas, 
so happily expressed and vindicated, as we find the 
work contains. | ——m 

The Rev. Walter Chapin, a Congregational minister, 
nas lately commenced a small periodical work i in W ood- 
stock, under the title of “Evangelical Monitor,” which 
appears to be chiefly deveied to the interest of foreign 


missions. —— 


We have just received ive oleasiag intelligence that 
Our brethren in Portland have come to the conclusion, 
that the interest of truthia that capital, requires that a 
new Meeting house be erected for the use of the Unt 
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versalist Society ; and that the ground is purchased, 
and the plan of the house drawn. May kind Providence 
send them success, 2nd shadow them with his wings of 
love,— Uni. Magasine, April 28. 

A new Society has been recently formed at Cam 
bridgeport, professing the doctrine of universal salya. 
tion, through the divine favor, manifested in Jesys 
Christ, who is lord of all.—zd. 

Another society has been recently formed in New: 
London, N. H. who are desirous of participating of the 
word of life. — 

in Montville, Con. March 5th, Miss Elizabeth Beck- 
with committed suicide, by banging herself: being 
under the impression that she could not obtain mercy 
through the merits of a Savior. | 

Reader, this is not the tendency of Calvinism, but the 
aciual conscquence !!!—N. Y. Gospel Herald. 

 ———— 

We understand Brs. Ballou and Turner are publish. 
ing a new collection of psalms and hymns, to be entitled 
Universalists’ New Hymn Book. 
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DEATHS 
Died at Reading, April 9th, Mr, Isaac REEp, aged 70. His 
‘uneral was attended by the Editor.—Sermon from Isai. Ix. 19, 
20. 
At Alstead, N. H. May 8th, Mr. Taomas Densmore, Jr. 
iythe 24th year of his age. © 
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Ashort Poem in memory of Doctor Danzex Jenison, an em* 
nent physician in Hartland in this State, who departed this 
life on the 19th of last November ; designed also to embrace 
remarks of condolence to the widow and his only daughter 
about 6 years old. This useful man was removed at the ag¢ 
of 38. 

Sacred to thee, thou friend of human kind, 

‘Phese lines with hearts impressive are design’d.. 


Remov’d from time and each surrounding ill, 


‘We mourn te lese thy kind and ready skill, 
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The kisd affection of thy noble heart, 
Engag’d to act the sympathetic part, 
The sick to heal, the wounded to restore, 
To'rd fellow mortals, are from thee no more, 
But whilst engag’d for many patients’ cause, 
Thy Maker said, yield thou to nature’s laws. 
Forthee no more the sun shall shine by day ; 
Nor from the moon need’st thou one paler ray ; 
Nor need’st thou grope to seek in midnight, whete 
The sons and daughters of affliction are. 
Reliev’d from toil and ev’ry ill below, 
A mansion thine. far from the state of woe ; 
Far from the tumult, which around is huri’d, 
And all the bustle of a noisy world. 

Return to dust, the great Creator said ; 
Return, ye mortals, to your kindred dead, 


Abel first bow’d, and by his brother’s hand 3 


Adam long since obey’d the stern command 3 
And Abra’am, Isaac, Jacob, where are they? 
‘Those aged patriarchs of ancient day ? 

Can we by searching for Machpelah’s cave, 
Discern the place their worthy relics have ? 
But we believe they yet immortal live, 


Beyond the reach of all this earth can give. 


Did God but please to open to our sight, 


| The bright effulgence of his heavenly light, 
Disclose the glories of eternal day, 


We should not, doubtless, beg a longer stay. 


_ Ardent with love, and fir’d with heav’nly zeal, 


To seek the bliss, the shades of life conceal, 
Bless God for ev’ry ail, and ev’ry pain 

That wastes the cumbrance of our moral frama 
But God is wise, who limits here our views, 


Gives lights and shades, which change in various hweg,., 


Which mingle joys and sorrows unto all, 

A portion for the great, as well as small, 

With sympathetic feelings then we are, 

In duty bound of others’ griefs to share ; 
Reciprocate of sorrows and of joys, 

Ang {eel for woes, the sadd’ning heart employs... 


aa 















































32 Lhe Christian Repository. 


The God of heav’n who is the widow’s God, 
Behoids her plaint, remembers her for good ; 
He sees the secret sorrows of her heart, 

And consolation in due time imparts. 

“Blessed are they.” says Jesus, “that do mourn, 
“For comfort shall to mourning souls return ; 
‘The poor in spirit, bless’d : to them are given 
‘The giorious, bright inheritance of heaven.” 
No wonder, then, the wise man gravely thought, 
T han feasting, better we to mourning brought ; 
lor this reforms the heart, and makes us know 
The richer blessings which from heav’n flow. 

A priest we have, who not from Aaron came 
Touch’d with our feelings. knows our mortal frame ; 
tegards the widow and the orphan’s cries, 

And hears the murmur of their secret sighs. 
He to the widow is a husband given ; 

‘Veaches the bliss of holiness and heaven. 

‘The orphan his paternal grace shall share, 
Who kindly hobs it. in his-arms, an heir. 

For ev’ry sin his gracious blood atones, 

‘To save the people whom his goodness owns.. 
For sick and wounded, he’s physician here : 
Heals deepest wounds, relieves from ev’ry fear. 
Hark! hear his voice to them who are oppress’d, 
The heavy laden,—*] will give you rest. 
Upon you, take my yoke and learn of me, 

For | am meek, am faithful. social, free; 

T.owly in heart but yet possessing might, 

My yoke is easy. and my burden light.” 

A theme like this became an angel's tongue, 
Enflam’d the numbers which bright seraphs sung. 
QO. let my mourning soul but only share 
A humble seat where nightly shepherds were 
Let me but hear the angel’s voice proclaim 
The glorious tidings of a Savior’s name ; 
Enflam’d, enraptur’d. there 1’d gladly fall, 

To hear good tidings of great joy to all; 
Nor wouid I ask the heav’nly hosts to sing 3 
To mortal ears immortal music bring, | 
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While shining orbs. in heav’n’s bright roof above, 
Sparkle around ten thousand beams of love. 

No, Lord, enough for this sad heart of mine ; 

Thy grace forbids me ever to repine, 

Since thou art with me, thou my hope and stay, 
In mercy kind to guard my devious way. 





To the Editor of the Christian Repository. 


Respected friend and brother,—I received a few lines ef 
poetry from brother William Farwell, which I have penned 
down, and send to you, enclosed in this. I think them to be 
very good, but submit them to your better judgement ; and if 
you think them worthy of a place in your Repository, and wif 
jasert them in your fourth number, you will confer a favor. 

Hartland, February 16, 1621. R. L. 


‘THE WHEAT AND THE TARES,—@ sentimental song. 


*T was on the green banks of Euphrates’ stream, 
Jehovah, omniscient, all-wise, and supreme, 

| First station’d our father in Eden’s sweet bower, 
With Eve, his companion, a delicate flower. 


He sow’d their young bosoms with seed in their youth, 

With reason, benevolence, virtue, and truth ; 

And on the same ground where the choice wheat was 
sown, 

The tares by the tongue of the serpent were thrown 


Tis plain to be seen, that the heart is the ground, 
Where truth and deception are both to be found ; 


These are the two seeds. which the human heart beara, 
And all that is meant by the wheat and the tares. 


The servants of old saw not in their day, | 
How God his great goodness to man would convey, 
They saw not the depth of the wonderful plan, 


Which God had prepar’d for the welfare of man. 


The servants saw tares ’mong the wheat, bearing fru if, 


Said, let us go pull up eagh tare by the reot ; 
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The mild voice of wisdom replied, no, forbear, 
Lest you by so doing the- wheat should impair. 


Let both grow together, till ripe in the field, 
That man may partake of the fruits they both yield; 
That by their effects he may well ascertain, 
_ That truth yields him pleasure, whilst falsehood give; 
pain. 





Man early imbib’d false notions of God,— 
Suppos’d him a tyrant, and vengeance his rod ; 
The hand of tradition, e’er since man began, 
Has borne the delusion from father to son. 


a oe oe hae ia pee eS 





The Father of mercies his bosom unfurl’d, 
Sent Christ to bear witness of him to the world ; 
Invested with wisdom and virtue to prove, 

That God is eternal, unchangeable love. 


Reet «o Se oS oS 


The Jews dishelieving in him, they began 
Ty seek the sweet life of that innocent man, 
Condemn'd him unjustly to hang on the tree, 
‘T’o bear the keen anguish of death’s agony. 


The earth was convuls‘d, her bowels distress’d ; 

The heavens in mourning appear’d to be dress’d ; 
The stars and pale Luna and Sol’s rolling flame, 
Allshrunk from behokling the death of the Lamb. 


His healing the sick, bis raising the dead, 
His feeding the hungry with meat, drink, and bread; 
His casting out devils, restoring the blind, 
All prove Him, who sent him. a friend to mankind. 


The love that inspir’d him. when he was on earth, 
Was stronger, ten thousand times stronger than death: 
Love prompt'd him to finish the task that was giv’n, 

Rais’d him from the dead to the mansions of heav’n 


By this we discover, that mankind shall have 
A lasting existence beyond the cold crave ; 
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2emov’d from a state of corruption like this, 
Jo dwell in perfection’s soft bosom of bliss. 


The old dispensation pass'd off, and the new 
Discloses a scene Of bright glory to view ; 

The banner, bright banner of trath, was unfurl’d, 
The ensign of peace. and good will to the world. 


va 


Ye} 
The harvest appears, the fields are all white, 

The reapers come forth in the first dawn of lighf, - 5 
The reapers are those whom our God does inspire, a. 
To gather up falsehood. and burn it with fire. | 


The spirit of truth is the sickle so keen, 

The illuminous flame is the fire that we mean ; 

The temple of friendship and love is the place, 

For the mind, when refin’d, of the whole human race. 


E. WINCHESTER’S FAREWELL UYMN: 


Farewell, dear friends, in Christ below ; 
I bid you all a short *dieu ; 

My time is come, I long to go, 

I trust I soon-‘my Lord shall view. 


I thank you for your kindness shown ; 
My Jesus will reward you all ; 

I leave you with the Lord alone, 

Till he, from earth, your souls shal! call. 


Farewell, dear brethren, neighbors, friends; 
I hope we soon shall meet with joy : 

My heav’nly Father for me sends ; 

I go where nothing can annoy. 


Adieu to you, mine enemies,— 
You that have sought to do me harne, 
By slander, envy, rage, and lies ; 

But God upheld me with his arm, 
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E wish you all eternal life ; 

I owe you not the least ill will ; 

My soul is freed from wrath and strife; 
Tho me you hate, I love you still. 


Adieu, thou sun, ye stars, and moon 3 
No tonger shall I need your light : 

My God’s my sun, he makes my noon ; 
Bly day shall never change to night. 


Adieu to all things here below ; 

Vain world, I leave thy fleeting toys: 
Adieu to sin, fear, pain, and woe, 
And welcome bright eternal! joys. 


Temptations, troubles, griefs, adieu ; 
Sorrows becloud my face no more: 

i go to pleasures ever new, 

W here toils, and strifes, and wars, are e’er. 


Now I have done with earthly things, 
And al} to come is boundless bliss ; 
My exger spirit spreads her wings; 
Jesus says. “Come,” I answer, yes. 


Weep not. dear friends, I tell you all, 
I goto dwell with Christ on high ; 

I hear my blessed Savior’s call, 

And trusting in his promise, die. 


Faiber. I come to thee above ; 
All things below, I leave behind; 
The fountain of eternal love 

Is open to my joyful mind. 


Eternity ! transporting sound ! 
White God exists my heaven remains ; 
Fulness of joy that knows no bound, 

Shalt make my «oul ferget her pains { 





